
Regular deep watering 
Large leafy trees can transpire around 200L 
of water per day when the soil is at optimum 
moisture content. For this reason, large 
irreplaceable trees should be watered during 
prolonged drought periods. Use aged slow-

decomposing forest mulch to conserve 
the moisture in the soil, this will also 
protect the root zone from compaction.

Protect roots from damage
Ensuring you keep the root zone protected can 
be imperative in ensuring the future for your 
trees. The weight of cars or even constant foot 
traffic can compact the soil around the base of 
the tree, causing roots to die as a result of oxygen 

deprivation. Remember tree roots 
need to breathe too!

Avoid attaching ropes or 

stays to trees 
Even the use of padded ropes can crush the main 
feeding tubes that lie just underneath the bark, 
damaging the limbs. So next time you look at 

adding a tyre swing to the backyard tree 
think again.

Avoid excavating around the tree 
root zone  
When digging around the base of your trees 
ensure you do so with care. Cutting or damaging 
larger roots can not only disrupt vital food 

sources but it can also destabilise 
the tree causing it to fall. 

Mulching
Use a slow- decomposing mulch to conserve the 

moisture in the soil, this will also protect the 
root zone for compaction. 

Check for infection
Splitting or oozing bark and honey- coloured 
mushrooms at the base of the tree, can all indicate 
a fungal infection. It is important you check the 
canopy and base of your trees to ensure any 

issues are treated before it’s too late.

Keep climbers away from the bark
Majority of climbing plants are not parasitic, as 
they wrap around a tree they build up moisture 
and debris close to the trees trunk. This can 

cause fungal infection leading the tree being 
destroyed.

Keep line trimmers and whipper 
snippers away from the base of 
the tree
Even larger trees with thick bark can be easily 

damaged by the repeated action of the line 
hitting the tree. This will slowly ringbark it.

For optimum health and longevity trees require proper care and maintenance. Trees 
that are not maintained properly could become diseased or prove a threat to the 
safety of people and property. For this reason, it is imperative that you take care of 
your trees, here are some helpful tips to get you started.

If you are looking for more handy tips on keeping your trees healthy 
or have an issue with an existing tree please don’t hesitate to get in 
contact with our friendly team of experts today. 

Caring for your trees


